REMARKS 

General Remarks 

The present amendment is intended to be fully responsive to all points of rejection raised 
by the Examiner in the Official Action mailed on June 12, 2006. The amendments herein are 
believed to place the application in condition for allowance. 

Claims 1 - 8 and 34 - 38 are pending in the application. 

Claim 1 and 3 are currently amended as shown above. Support for this amendment 
appears inter alia in Figs. 21B - 21D and in the written description at page 52, under the heading 
"Vectorized Representation of Edges of Features". 

The new limitation added to the independent claims further clearly distinguish the present 
invention over the cited prior art to Tokita, which shows reference arrows indicating a gradient 
that are not connected. 

No new matter has been added. 

Favorable reconsideration and allowance of all claims under consideration is respectfully 
requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The allowance of claims 34 - 38 and the indication of claims 5, 6 and 8 as including 
allowable subject matter (Office Action mailed on February 16, 2006) is acknowledged with 
appreciation. 



5 



Claims Reiections 

Claims 1, 3, 4 and 7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent 4,958,374 et al. to Tokita. Claim 2 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tokita. 

Tokita describes a method of checking patterns and apparatus therefor in which a pattern 
is imaged, and the image is converted into a check image data that is represented by pixel data 
and density data. Design data is also converted into reference image data corresponding to the 
check image data. Check image data and reference image data are vectorized and compared to 
detect defects. The vectors correspond to gradients and are not connected. 

Claim 1, as amended, includes, inter alia, the following distinguishing recitation: 

" . . creating a reference image for a representative object, said reference image 
comprising an at least partially vectorized first representation of boundaries representing 
said representative object, said at least partially vectorized first representation of 
boundaries comprising connected reference vectors extending along said boundaries" 

There is nothing in Tokita that shows or suggests "said at least partially vectorized first 
representation of boundaries comprising connected reference vectors extending along said 
boundaries". As pointed out in Applicants' response submitted on May 11, 2006, although the 
Tokita reference image data includes vectors, those vectors would normally be transverse to or 
even perpendicular to the boundary, as distinguished from the reference vectors of the claimed 
invention, which extend along the boundary. Moreover, in Tokita's reference image the vectors 
correspond to gradients and are not, and can not reasonably be construed to be, connected. 

Claim 3, as amended, includes, inter alia, the following distinguishing recitation: 

" a boundary identifier operative to generate a representation of boundaries of 
known elements in an image, said representation^ of boundaries comprising connected 
reference vectors extending along said boundaries" 



As mentioned above, there is nothing in Tokita that shows or suggests "said 
representation of boundaries comprising connected reference vectors extending along said 
boundaries". 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that Tokita fails to anticipate 
independent claims 1 and 3. The Examiner is thus respectfully requested to withdraw rejection of 
these claims, and to withdraw the rejection of claim 2 which is patentable by virtue of its 
dependency from claim 1, and, to withdraw the rejection of claims 4 and 7 which are patentable 
by virtue of their dependency from claim 3. 

Conclusion and Request for Interview 

In view of the foregoing, this application is believed to be in order. Reconsideration and 

allowance of this application are respectfully solicited. 

If any points remain in issue which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a 
personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is kindly invited to contact the undersigned 
attorney at the telephone number listed below. 




XIFFORD J. MASS 
LAD AS & PARRY LLP 
26 WEST 6 1ST STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 
REG. NO.30,086(212)708-1890 
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